Conservation Commission of the Town of Litchfield

Land Use Office, 80 Doyle Road, PO Box 12, Bantam, CT  06750


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Draft Minutes
REGULAR MEETING
23 January 2016
7 PM, Bantam Town Hall Annex, Bantam, CT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Call to order, roll call, changes to agenda
7:05
Members in attendance:  Austin, Baker, Cox, Fuessenich, Richards
Members absent:  Dyson,
Public in attendance: 
1. Appointment of Alternates: n/a
2. Approval of Minutes – November 24, 2015.  One noted change, the next meeting is 2016 not 2015.  Motion to approve as corrected by Baker seconded by Baker, unanimous approval
3. Public Comment:  none
4. Open Space Acquisition Project
The Commission discussed sections and point systems.  
5. Natural and Community Resource Inventory Project
Baker found the CT State of the Bird publication (CT Audubon Society www.ctaudubon.org ).  The Chair will forward to the Commission.  Forward this document and the CT Green Plan.  This may apply to both the Inventory and the Acquisition Project
6. Old Business:
· 8 to 10 years ago, P&Z accepted around 13 small parcels of open space as part of subdivision.  The Town is responsible for these open space parcels.  Is it possible to sell these parcels to an adjacent land owner and the use these funds for large open space?  Could use this seed money as a start to chasing DEEP grants, local grant or other donations.  Our current fund has somewhere around $20,000.  The first step would be to approach the First Selectmen’s Office.  Range can be $5000 to $8000 per acre, maybe as high as $10,000 per acre. 
7. New Members – no attendees.  Members are asking others.
8. New Business – none 
9. Correspondence - none
10. Review of Action Items

· Continuation of sections for acquisition project.  
· Chair will send documents referenced above

11. Adjournment
8:03 
Next regularly scheduled meeting:  February 22, 2016  
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The Purpose of the Conservation Commission is to develop and conserve natural resources, to conduct research into the current utilization and future possible utilization of land areas of the town, and to keep an index of all open areas, for the purpose of obtaining information on the proper use of such areas.

