Conservation Commission of the Town of Litchfield

Land Use Office, 80 Doyle Road, PO Box 12, Bantam, CT  06750


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Draft Minutes
REGULAR MEETING
26 July 2016
7 PM, Bantam Town Hall Annex, Bantam, CT

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Call to order, roll call, changes to agenda
7:00
Members in attendance:  Austin, Cox, Fuessenich, Richards, Stoner
Members absent:  Baker,
Public in attendance: 
1. Appointment of Alternates: n/a
2. Approval of Minutes – June 26, 2016.  Motion to approve by Richards seconded by Fuessenich, unanimous approval
3. Public Comment:  none
4. Open Space Acquisition Project
The Planning and Zoning bylaws indicate that the Town must set aside funds from the Conveyance Tax towards specified conservation.  It may be in State Statues.  There are 35 different categories where the funds are to be broken down.  Discussed fee in lieu.  Richards will research. 
5. Natural and Community Resource Inventory Project
The Commission continued discussion on public trees.  She referenced Protecting Neighborhood & Other Roadside Trees, Strategies for Community Leaders and Residents.  She will follow up with which Towns have regulations.  Are there state statutes which govern?  Stoner will continue to try to contact the Tree Warden. AH Howland, the company scans and publishes regulations and ordinances on their website as a public service. 
6. Old Business: none
7. New Members –Members are asking others.  Currently 3 positions open
8. New Business 
· By-Laws.  Do we have them and where are they?  They should be in the Land Use Office.  If we do not, we should consider creating.  The Economic Development Commission is recreating theirs.  Austin will ask the Land Use Office.
9. Correspondence – none 
10. Review of Action Items

· Continuation of sections for acquisition project.  
· The Chair will contact the Land Use Office for a copy of the by-laws

· Richards will research the fees.

· Stoner will look into the Tree Ordinances.

11. Adjournment
7:45 
Next regularly scheduled meeting:  August 23, 2016  
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The Purpose of the Conservation Commission is to develop and conserve natural resources, to conduct research into the current utilization and future possible utilization of land areas of the town, and to keep an index of all open areas, for the purpose of obtaining information on the proper use of such areas.

