       Meeting Minutes (Draft)
September 30, 2015
Litchfield Town Offices
West Street, Litchfield, CT 06759

Meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Heather Boesch-Wages, Chair.
Present- Regular Members: Renée Betar, Kay Carroll, Fred Colson, David Dean, Cleve Fuessenich 
Present: Visitor, James “Jake” Nadler, Litchfield resident and entrepreneur

Absent – Regular Member: Mitchell Fishman and Sander Vandenberg  and Alternate Member: Doug Parker
Appt. of Secretary – Renée Betar
Appointment of alternates for the meeting: None
Motion to approve draft minutes of August 2015 was tabled.
Public Comment - None
· Jake Nadler attended EDC meeting to better understand EDC and consider seeking a seat on the Commission.
· Main Items
1. Endorsement of Grant for LHF-FM

Kay Carroll submitted a request for EDC endorsement of her request on behalf of LHFS  to the Seherr-Thoss Foundation for funds to purchase a van for the Litchfield Hills Farm-Fresh Market. D. Dean made a motion to endorse the application and C. Fuessenich seconded the motion. Colson, Dean, Fuessenich and Boesch-Wages – aye; Betar and Carroll abstained; the motion passed.
2. P&Z Revisions to Regulations
A discussion of the revised P&Z regulations revealed few facts:

1. P&Z hired a consultant to revise regulations. 

2. POCAD is a function of P&Z.

3. A public hearing is scheduled for Nov. 2 at 7:00 p.m.

4. An 8-page summary/introduction is available now on the P&Z web site.

Unanswered questions:

1. What is the intent of these changes to regulations?

2. Why alter P&Z regulations before POCAD in 2017?

D. Dean will speak with Dennis Tobin (Land Use Officer) and H. Boesch-Wages will contact P&Z Chair, Susan Lowenthal to help better understand the purpose and desired outcome of this process.
Additional EDC research and discussion still remain to be completed before EDC will consider commenting.

3. Bantam Courthouse/PO Building 
D. Dean spoke with Dick Sheldon, (Member, Bantam Board of Burgesses) about eventual change in the Bantam building that houses the courthouse, town offices and the post office. Sheldon suggested that a Bantam sub-committee attend an EDC meeting to discuss future use of building. D. Dean will contact D. Sheldon to schedule a date to attend an EDC meeting.
· Old Business

1. Doug Parker is stepping down as EDC rep representative for NW CT Tourism Council at the end of 2015. The Commission needs a replacement to attend quarterly meetings. K. Carroll will get more information before making a decision.
2. Former Jail: No update. D. Dean will check in with Russ Barton.

3. Stop ‘n Shop: Demolition is delayed until November pending resolution of state’s traffic issue. Chinese Restaurant is moving into Senior Poncho’s former building.
· New Business
1. C. Fuessenich is organizing a seminar under the auspices of the Litchfield Housing Trust to promote energy efficiency and savings through Wesson Energy (Waterbury), an entity that offers programs to reach a wide range of eligible people in various economic levels. Does EDC want to collaborate in some way to support this seminar?
2. A discussion of how social media might raise awareness of EDC will be scheduled for the October EDC meeting.

The next meeting will be Wednesday, October 28, 2015.
Motion to adjourn by K. Carroll, seconded by F. Colson. Adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Renée Betar, Acting Secretary

Economic Development Commission

Heather Boesch-Wages, Chair
Economic Development Commission

